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Little Trig Palin prompted more than delegate coos when he joined his mother on
stage at the Republican convention. He also raised new questions among parents
whose children have disabilities.

Was Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin simply including her 5-month-old son, who has
Down syndrome, in a big family moment, or was she exploiting him in a tight
presidential campaign? Would he help break down social barriers facing children
with Down syndrome, or would those children now be drawn into the right-to-life
debate?
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Up to 90% of women who receive Down syndrome diagnoses for their fetusé$®2"
have abortions, says Brian Skotko, whose practice and research at Children's
Hospital Boston centers on Down syndrome. The number could rise as simpl§
blood tests for abnormalities head to market.
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That is leading to rifts in the Down syndrome community, which the National

Down Syndrome Society estimates includes about 400,000 people nationally with the condition. MaByferaréhat Down
syndrome is on the leading edge of a eugenics movement to eliminate children with abnormalitiesr®thary of being
labeled as social conservatives if they choose to have a child knowing it will have a cognitivigydisabi

Those concerns are likely to move into the mainstream now, along with questions about what ejtiselikedytto do for
children with disabilities. The federal government's major program for such children is the $h2abjibar IDEA special-
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Plan °| with local budgets tight, special-needs programs are "stretched very thin," said Ms. Hutzel, addiagsbn receives only
monthly therapy.
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The Journal Report: Trig Palin already seems to have raised public awareness of many of those issues. Charlie Gadiitimraugh, Mass., home
Business Insight builder whose 11-year-old daughter, Marie, has Down syndrome, said he programmed his computéairtotalagws about the

Save with HP Energy condition. He is used to getting two or three alerts a day, he said, but this week "I've hadhi® daut thing off" because of all
Efficient Servers the Internet traffic. He called the Palins' inclusion of Trig in their convention appearance "phati@memredicted it would

Sé’fo”uiﬁz%‘;’yade help reassure "the family that's struggling with a choice tonight, that's sitting on the couch ngpwtheti life is going to be like."

gmﬁgeme Storage Disability activists have long had a strong voice in Congress, in part because of support froml pesvebfers, including Sen.

i Edward Kennedy (D., Mass.), who have family members with disabilities. At least three U.S. repvesdmse children with
Down syndrome. Disability activists have been vocal in debates as varied as funding for touchescrg@nachines and
stem-cell research.

Republican strategists predicted Gov. Palin could unify the country's 41 million disabled peoplelshiparty. But Mr.
Gadbois said he is "not going to vote on that issue," although he declined to say how he woulolwot/ridrome blogs carrie
similar comments.

Among bloggers' top concerns is a Bush administration measure that would trim Medicaid fundingrianitgrservices for
people with disabilities. Democrats have so far stalled the cuts, which advocates for the dighbledlddbrce the disabled
back into institutions.

Blogs also were filled with questions about Gov. Palin's record on services to the disabled duviogykars in state office.
This spring, Alaska agreed to almost triple its spending on special-needs children, to $73,84@ieaicty lie 2011. But Gov.
Palin didn't help draft the legislation.

Write to June Kronholz gtine.kronholz@wsj.com
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