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WASHINGTON (AP) — Your child is less
likely to graduate from high school than you
were, and most states are doing little to hold
schools accountable, according to a study by
a children's advocacy group.

More than half the states have graduation
targets that don't make schools get better,
the Education Trust says in a report released
Thursday.

And dropout rates haven't budged: One in
four kids is still dropping out of high school.

"The U.S. is stagnating while other industrialized countries are
surpassing us," said Anna Habash, author of the report by
Education Trust, which advocates on behalf of minority and poor
children. "And that is going to have a dramatic impact on our
ability to compete," she said.

In fact, the United States is now the only industrialized country
where young people are less likely than their parents to earn a
diploma, the report said.
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High schools are required to meet graduation targets every year
as part of the 2002 federal No Child Left Behind law.

But those targets are set by states, not by the federal
government. And most states allow schools to graduate low
percentages of students by saying that any progress, or even
the status quo in some cases, is acceptable.

•In North Carolina, schools must improve by 0.1 percentage
point each year. At that rate, it would take nearly a century to
raise the graduation rate, now 72%, to the state goal of 80%.

•In Maryland, schools must improve their graduation rate by 0.01
percentage point each year. At that rate, it would take most of a
millennium for the graduation rate among African-American
students, now 71%, to reach the state goal of 90%.

•In Delaware and New Mexico, schools will never have to meet a
state graduation goal as long as they maintain the same
graduation rate. Delaware's graduation rate is 76%; New
Mexico's is 67%.

Why are states setting the bar so low?

Because they can, said Bob Balfanz, a researcher at Johns
Hopkins University.

State and school officials are under pressure to improve test
scores under the No Child Left Behind education law or face
penalties. But they got a break on graduation rates: Schools
must meet annual goals, but the government lets each state set
its own goal.
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consultantaz wrote:

truckman wrote:

fab4fan wrote:

Analog Kid wrote:

PiercedPsycho wrote:

4m ago

NCLB, a cyclic reauthorization of the ESEA, contained an agenda which was purposed to bring some
level of accountability to schools. Granted, the legislation was flawed but I hold that the intent was
appropriate. Unfortunately, it brought about a series of miscues - like teaching to the test - which
flawed it even more. But,as the proverb goes, let's not throw it all out. There needs to be serious
demand for quality education and quality results , quantifiable results. It is sad, for example, that
Columbia Universioty needs to spend almost a semester bringing students up to par in writing skills
and correct grammar.
In Philadelphia, a near 50 % level of illiteracy among 12th grade graduates continues to go
unreckoned.
In my professional practice, much I receive is rife with poor grammar and if I hear one more local
newscaster mix a plural subject with a singular verb, I will scream.
So, to "piercedpsycho", dare I say the monocle fits ! It is about time we require education to educate.
The price down the road will be frightening, to say the very least.
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its not the role of the schools to be responsible for the kids, that role belongs to the parents.
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This is the one time I won't blame NCLB. NCLB has caused the curriculum and the standards to get
so watered down it's almost impossible NOT to get a high school diploma nowdays.

Of course, that diploma isn't going to mean much if the graduate can't read or can't figure out how
many square feet of carpet to buy for their living room.
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Whoever wrote this must be a product of the public school system. The first statement "Your child is
less likely to graduate from high school than you were," does not stand up to statistical scrutiny. Just
because graduation rates have declined, doesn't mean that an individual student is less likely to
graduate than the parent(s). Why couldn't you have just stated that graduation RATES have
declined? Not as catchy, I guess.

And why is ALL the blame put on the schools? Why aren't irresponsible parents being called out?
Sure, the schools are complicit in this problem, but where are the parents?

Blame NCLB? Gimme a break.
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NCLB doesn't need to be changed; it needs to be removed, PERIOD.
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