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New Restrictions Are Imposed on Air Passengers

Carlos Osorio/Associated Press

Paul Marshall, a Transportation Security Administration agent, helping an international traveler at the Detroit airport on
Saturday. Heightened screening was in effect at airports worldwide.

By MICHELINE MAYNARD and LIZ ROBBINS
Published: December 26, 2009

In the wake of the terrorism attempt Friday on a Northwest Airlines
flight, federal officials on Saturday imposed new restrictions on
travelers that could lengthen lines at airports and limit the ability of
international passengers to move about an airplane.

The government was vague about the
steps it was taking, saying that it
wanted the security experience to be
“unpredictable” and that passengers
would not find the same measures at every airport — a
prospect that may upset airlines and travelers alike.

But several airlines released detailed information about
the restrictions, saying that passengers on international
flights coming to the United States will apparently have to
remain in their seats for the last hour of a flight without
any personal items on their laps. It was not clear how
often the rule would affect domestic flights.

Overseas passengers will be restricted to only one carry-
on item, and domestic passengers will probably face
longer security lines. That was already the case in some
airports Saturday, in the United States and overseas.

Next Article in US (3 of 19) »

Keep up with the latest news from Washington with the
daily Politics e-mail newsletter.

  
See Sample  |  Privacy Policy

Politics E-Mail

More From TicketsNow »

Sun, Jan. 3rd,
2010 1:15 PM

Washington Redskins at San
Diego Chargers

From
$40-$599

MOST POPULAR

1. Wealth Matters: Thinking Hard About Retirement
and Death

2. Ross Douthat: The Obama Way

3. 36 Hours: 36 Hours in San Miguel de Allende, Mexico

4. At Tiny Rates, Saving Money Costs Investors

5. Earth-Friendly Elements, Mined Destructively

6. Why Is This Christmas Different From All Others?

SIGN IN TO E-
MAIL

PRINT

REPRINTS

SHARE

BLOGGED SEARCHEDE-MAILED

Flash

Flash

HOME PAGE TODAY'S PAPER VIDEO MOST POPULAR TIMES TOPICS Get Home Delivery Log In  Register Now

TimesPeople Lets You Share and Discover the Best of NYTimes.com 7:32 PMWelcome to TimesPeople
Get Started Recommend

javascript:ARMRedirLib.reportA4EBannerActivity(%22http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fadx%2Fbin%2Fadx%5Fclick%2Ehtml%3Ftype%3Dgoto%26opzn%26page%3Dwww.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/us%26pos%3DTopAd%26camp%3DIAB%5FADV%5FIS%5FCREEPY2%5FNYT15%26ad%3DIAB%5FCREEPY%5FADV%5F728x90%26sn2%3D1e760e46/76b86081%26snr%3Ddoubleclick%26snx%3D1261884039%26sn1%3De548f114%2Fc7e709e6%26goto%3D%22,%22orange_alternate_544efe44d12f4b149f5ba760ca7a150639c3e8644ccc4c1484a9e2ca4e8faecf_rep%22,%20%22http://clk.atdmt.com/go/187147183/direct;vt.1;ai.138394545;ct.1%22,%201261884777355)
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/us&pos=Middle1C&sn2=82c22058/85abb01f&sn1=4307a9ca/2d1813e2&camp=Sony_Picture_Classics01a_1130716_nyt5&ad=SPC_88x31_NowPlaying_e&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Esonyclassics%2Ecom%2Fnyt%2F%3Fid%3Dparnassus
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://health.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://travel.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/politics/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/education/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/27/us/27terror.html?ref=us
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/27/us/27plane.html?ref=us
http://thelede.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/12/26/travel-q-and-a-about-terrorism-attempt/index.html?ref=us
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/subjects/a/airplane_accidents_and_incidents/index.html
http://thelede.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/12/26/share-your-travel-experiences/
javascript:pop_me_up2('http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2009/12/26/us/26security3.html',%20'26security3',%20'width=720,height=544,scrollbars=yes,toolbars=no,resizable=yes')
javascript:pop_me_up2('http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2009/12/26/us/26security3.html',%20'26security3',%20'width=720,height=544,scrollbars=yes,toolbars=no,resizable=yes')
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/m/micheline_maynard/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/r/liz_robbins/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/business/companies/northwest_airlines_corporation/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://www.nytimes.com/marketing/email/samples/politics.html
http://www.nytimes.com/privacy
http://www.ticketsnow.com/Sports_Tickets.html?partnercode=13556
http://www.ticketsnow.com/default.aspx?partnercode=13556
http://www.ticketsnow.com/InventoryBrowse/ticketlist.aspx?PID=828685&partnercode=13556&chnl=Partner&subchnl=Business_Development&intcmp=ny000001
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/27/us/politics/27memo.html
javascript:ARMRedirLib.reportA4EBannerActivity(%22http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fadx%2Fbin%2Fadx%5Fclick%2Ehtml%3Ftype%3Dgoto%26opzn%26page%3Dwww.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/us%26pos%3DMiddleRight%26camp%3DIAB%5FADV%5FIS%5FCREEPY%5FNYT15%26ad%3DIAB%5FCREEPY%5FADV%26sn2%3Db2a343b1/c1613eaf%26snr%3Ddoubleclick%26snx%3D1261884039%26sn1%3D8d9d8a2a%2F6ec6c03d%26goto%3D%22,%22orange_alternate_a1eb039527b7404e9e3517a62564a2c9fb3c3fd8df2948c0b7633be2337986e0_rep%22,%20%22http://clk.atdmt.com/go/187144742/direct;vt.1;ai.138394371;ct.1%22,%201261884777559)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/26/your-money/26wealth.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/26/opinion/26douthat.html?em
http://travel.nytimes.com/2009/12/27/travel/27hours.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/26/your-money/26rates.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/26/business/global/26rare.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/26/nyregion/26convert.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/27/us/27security.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/27/us/27security.html?ref=us&pagewanted=print
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/27/us/27security.html?ref=us#
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/27/us/27security.html?ref=us#
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/us&pos=Frame4A&sn2=49a9ec0b/60172910&sn1=16f236df/82346aa5&camp=foxsearch2009_emailtools_1011080c_nyt5&ad=CrazyHearts_120x60_Globes_c&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Efoxsearchlight%2Ecom%2Fcrazyheart
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/27/us/27security.html?ref=us#
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/27/us/27security.html?ref=us#
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/27/us/27security.html?ref=us#
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/todayspaper/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/video
http://www.nytimes.com/mostpopular
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/us&pos=Bar1&sn2=7fee6088/cebcd0a2&sn1=e9782718/806ab2f6&camp=nyt2009-circ-bar1_non-hp-34U7K&ad=061809-bar1_non-hp_34U7K&goto=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimesathome%2Ecom%2Fsplitter%5Fcp%2Findex%2Ephp%3FSPTR%5FID%3DhdNYT%26MediaCode%3DW47AF%26CMP%3D34U7K
http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/regi.html
http://timespeople.nytimes.com/view/user/undefined
http://timespeople.nytimes.com/home/about/
http://timespeople.nytimes.com/getstarted


Jeff Kowalsky/European Pressphoto Agency

Passengers passed through security
at Detroit Metropolitan Airport on
Saturday.
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Security workers on Saturday at
Schiphol Airport in Amsterdam.
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Cpl. Frederick of the Wayne County
Airport Police and his bomb-sniffing
dog patrolled Saturday at the Detroit
Metropolitan Airport in in Romulus,
Mich.

airports Saturday, in the United States and overseas.

The restrictions will again change the routine of air travel,
which has undergone an upheaval since the terrorist
attacks in New York and Washington in September 2001
and three later attempts at air terrorism.

Soon after the attempt on Friday, travelers at airports
around the world began experiencing heightened
screening in security lines. On one flight, from Newark
Liberty International Airport to Little Rock, Ark., flight
attendants kept cabin lights on for the entire trip instead
of dimming them for takeoff and landing.

The limits, which brought to mind some of the most
stringent policies after the 2001 attacks, come at a
difficult time for the airline industry.

Travel has declined about 20 percent since 2008 because
of the economy, and airlines have been dealing with
numerous delays in the past week because of snowstorms
on the East Coast and in the Midwest.

Airline industry executives said the new steps would
complicate travel as vacationers return home from holiday
trips and could also cause travelers to cancel plans for
flights in 2010.

But the government seemed to discount those concerns.
The homeland security secretary, Janet Napolitano, said in a statement Saturday that
new measures were “designed to be unpredictable, so passengers should not expect to
see the same thing everywhere.” She said passengers should proceed with their holiday
plans and “as always, be observant and aware of their surroundings and report any
suspicious behavior or activity to law enforcement officials.”

The Transportation Security Administration, which governs security at airports and on
airplanes in the United States, had no immediate comment on the steps. There also was
no statement from the Air Transport Association, the trade group for American carriers.

Two foreign airlines, Air Canada and British Airways, disclosed the steps in notices on
their Web sites. The airlines said the rules had been implemented by government
security agencies including the T.S.A.

“Among other things,” the statement on Air Canada’s Web site read, “during the final
hour of flight customers must remain seated, will not be allowed to access carry-on
baggage, or have personal belongings or other items on their laps.”

The suspect in the Friday attempt, identified as Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, 23, tried
to ignite his incendiary device in the final hour of the flight while the plane was
descending into Detroit.

On its Web site, American Airlines said the T.S.A. had ordered new measures for flights
departing from foreign locations to the United States, including mandatory screening of
all passengers at airport gates during the boarding process. All carry-on items would be
screened at security checkpoints and again at boarding, the airline said. It urged
passengers to leave extra time for screening and boarding.

In effect, the restrictions mean that passengers on flights of 90 minutes or less would
most likely not be able to leave their seats at all, since airlines do not allow passengers to
walk around the cabin while a plane is climbing to its cruising altitude.
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The new restrictions began to be instituted Saturday on flights from Canada and Europe
to the United States. Air Canada said it was waiving fees for the first checked bag, and it
told passengers to be prepared for delays, cancellations and missed connections because
of the new limits.

At airports Saturday, travelers recounted the immediate differences they experienced.
Though passengers arriving from Frankfurt passed speedily through customs at Kennedy
Airport in New York, they said that in Germany the security was intensified.

“I really was surprised,” one passenger, Eva Clesle, said about the level of scrutiny in
Frankfurt, adding that officials had inspected backpacks by opening “every single zip.”

In Rochester, N.Y., a passenger waiting in a security line said she had seen other
passengers removed for additional screening.

Many of Air Canada’s flights in and out of La Guardia Airport in New York were canceled
or delayed, and ticket agents blamed new security screenings.

Sarah Maslin Nir in New York contributed reporting.
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